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25th September 2015 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

I was thrilled to be able to appoint the new Heads of Page House and the House monitor team in Chapel 

this week. Many congratulations to Meredith Atkinson and Daniel Grove (Heads of House) and Anastasia 

Bakulina, Annabel Schulze, Nelly Limbu, Bobby Mekushina, Nhun Sasalasananon, Aakash Thapa, Jamie 

Rodway and Oliver Owen. 

 

I was also delighted to appoint the two Head Choristers in Chapel last week. Congratulations to Hugh 

Abraham and Sadie Gardner. 

 

Year 8 Trip to Ypres 

The day started early, with our departure from school at 6 am. We travelled via Euro Tunnel for our journey 

to France and on to Ypres in Belgium. It was a glorious day, and the journey went smoothly. Our first stop 

in Belgium was the Passchendaele museum which was extremely informative and immersive.  

That evening we experienced the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate. Francesca Mellor and Daniel 

Grove represented the school and laid poppy wreathes during the ceremony. Several hundred people 

gather each evening for the Last Post Ceremony. All are silent and the stillness is broken by the playing of 

the bugles; it was very moving and atmospheric. The memorial itself is so full of names, regiments, ranks 

and so varied in denomination. This was a real experience for us all.  

 

The following day, we visited Tyne Cot Cemetery – the largest British cemetery with an immense marble 

memorial to the missing. Francesca Mellor recited, John McCrae’s ‘In Flanders Field’ poem beautifully; this 

gave us all a moment to reflect on where we were. The three battles which took place in this area were 

hard fought and left their mark on the landscape, with rows upon rows of white headstones, in small and 

large cemeteries. It was quite difficult to equate the battle scarred landscape of a hundred years ago with 

the peaceful farming area, which is now evident for all to see. 

 

After lunch, we went on to Ypres for a chocolate shop stop, before visiting Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery. 

This is a Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery with 11,000 graves therein. Beautifully maintained and in 

a wonderful setting with numerous mature trees, this cemetery has an unusually large number of 

nationalities buried within it. Old Bromsgrovian, Thomas Elkington is buried here so we gathered around 

his grave and Jessica Rai recited Christina Rossetti’s, ‘When I am dead, my dearest’, Thomas’ favourite 

poem. 

In both of the cemeteries we visited, pupils were able to walk around and look for any family names 

recorded. For many, the trip was truly emotional and provided everyone with insight into the First World 

War outside of the classroom; an experience not to be forgotten. The pupils must be thanked for the 

maturity they showed. They were truly great ambassadors for Bromsgrove School.  Mrs le Guyader 

 

Bodenham Arboretum   

Year 3 have had a very busy and exciting week. On Tuesday they visited Bodenham Arboretum and learned 

a great deal about the 3000 different species of trees that grow there. The children made a ‘collecting 

stick’ of interesting Autumn leaves and recorded memories of the day in their homemade sketchbooks. 
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There was also had a fun-filled session at their Forest School; cooking toast on the open fire, making dens, 

collecting bugs and painting their faces with mud and clay. 

 

Today, the pupils have followed instructions to create their very own homemade lemonade, just like the 

children from ‘The Enchanted Wood’. It tasted delicious.  Mrs Laurenson 

 

Harvest Festival 

The Prep School’s annual Harvest Festival service in on October 7th at 8.30am in the Memorial Chapel; 

parents are warmly welcome. 

 

Please bring your gifts of dried, packaged or tinned food into school from Monday 28th September. All gifts 

need to be brought to school by Friday 2nd October at the latest. There will be a table for donations in Mrs 

Taylor’s office.  This year the Prep and Pre-Prep Schools will donate the produce to The Basement Project. 

This is a Bromsgrove based charity which provides a Drop in Centre and Outreach Support for young people 

in and around North Worcestershire who are homeless or facing homelessness.  

 

School Uniform 

All pupils should wear summer uniform until half term, this is in line with both the Pre-Prep and Senior 

Schools. Winter uniform should be worn to school from 9th November.  

 

I spoke to all pupils in assembly this week, and in particular to pupils in Years 7 and 8, about the absolute 

necessity for them to have a regulation school coat and/or a regulation school umbrella (or a plain black 

telescopic one) in school with them every day. Pupils in Years 7 and 8 eat in the Senior School dining room 

each day, regardless of the weather conditions, and many have lessons in the Senior School as well. If 

pupils do not have a coat and/or an umbrella then they will get very wet if the weather is poor. This will 

result in pupils sitting in wet clothing for the remainder of the day, which is clearly not something we want 

to happen. 

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 are permitted to wear the Senior School navy reefer style coats, available from the 

School Shop. Maroon crested telescopic umbrellas are also available from the School Shop. Pupils are not 

permitted to use a golf style umbrella, even if it is a school one. 

 

All pupils in school attend Chapel every Wednesday morning, regardless of the weather and so all pupils 

in every year group should have a coat and/or umbrella with them. Pupils also walk across to the swimming 

pool and Senior School Sports Centre regularly and a coat and /or umbrella will guard against getting 

soaked if it is raining. Regulation coats for Years 3 -6 are available in the School Shop. 

 

Uniform Exchange 

For a trial period until Christmas, the Uniform Exchange will now be open every Monday between 4.00pm 

– 5.00pm.  It will continue to open as usual every first Wednesday and Saturday of each month. The 

Uniform Exchange is run by parent volunteers who give up their own time to run the second hand uniform 

shop.  As such they are unable to arrange for items to be dry cleaned or name tapes to be sewn in.   

 

Bant Mill Road & Old Station Road 

The Preparatory School is situated within a residential area; therefore please drive slowly and considerately 

along Bant Mill Road and Old Station Road. I regularly meet with the local residents during PACT meetings 

and they do comment about speeding cars, drivers not allowing them to easily back off their drives, cars 

mounting pavements rather than waiting patiently and a general lack of thought. In order to maintain a 

positive relationship with our neighbours I do request that all parents drive with due courtesy and 

consideration.  

 

In order to relieve car park congestion please can all parents vacate the car park as soon as they have 

collected their child from school. This is particularly important at 3.50pm and 5.15pm. Thank you. 
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Senior School Tour reminder 

On Saturday 3rd October, Parents and Guardians of Year 7 and Year 8 pupils are invited to tour the Senior 

School under the guidance of Sixth Formers.  Afterwards, there will be refreshments and an opportunity to 

meet and talk to House Parents and Heads of Departments.  

 

Pupils should not attend this Open Morning but will tour the Senior School later in the academic year. 

 

End of School Day 

School closes at 5.30pm and all pupils must be collected by this time. Any child not collected by this time, 

or after a sports fixture, will be taken into Page House and should be collected from there.  Please be aware 

that the boarding community leave Page House at 5.45pm for their evening meal in the Senior School 

dining room. Parents may collect from the Senior School dining room or wait until their child returns to 

Page House with the boarders. 

Please do not ask Mrs Taylor to look after children if you are running late.   

 

PA MacMillan Coffee Event 

Previously advertised for Friday 25th September, this event will now be a joint venture for the Prep and Pre-

Prep Schools to be held following the Pre-Prep Harvest Festival Service on Monday 5th October.  The event 

will now be held in the Hospitality Suite at 2.45pm on this date.  The Parents’ Association will be asking 

for your support to provide cake donations for this charity event nearer the time. 

 

Pre-Prep & Nursery Open Morning: 

It is the Pre-Prep and Nursery School’s Open Morning tomorrow, Saturday 26th September between 

10.00am and 11.30am.  If you know of any family, friends or neighbours who may be interested in their 

young child joining our school in future years please invite them to come along, meet the staff and look 

around the classrooms. Nursery places for next year are filling up quickly. If any parent has not registered 

their child but requires a place for September 2015-16, please contact the Admissions department as 

soon as possible to avoid disappointment on 01527 579679 ext 347. 

 

IAPS Conference 

I will be in Newport for most of next week attending this year’s IAPS conference for Head Teachers. The 

Conference is an excellent opportunity for me to listen to key note speakers, discuss new initiatives and 

policies and meet with other prep school Heads. 

 

Festive Foundation Ladies’ Lunch 

Saturday, 12th December 2015 

From 12.00pm, Hospitality Suite at Bromsgrove School 

 

The Foundation Ladies’ Lunch brings together female Alumni, Parents, Staff and Friends of the School and 

we are delighted to welcome Sally-Ann Hales QC as our guest speaker on Saturday, 12th December.  

 

Sally-Ann was called to the Bar in 1988 and appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2012. In 2013 she was elected 

QC Representative of the Criminal Bar Association. As a Recorder, Sally-Ann sits in the Crown Court for up 

to 10 weeks a year, and works full-time in private practice as a barrister. Her major areas of practice are 

serious and complex fraud, corruption and serious sexual offences. She has also acted and advised in a 

number of cases involving the prosecution of police officers for perverting the course of justice.  

 

Tickets are £15 per person, which includes reception drinks and a three-course lunch. The reception will 

take place from 12noon at Bromsgrove School, followed by lunch at 12.30pm. To reserve your place, 

please contact Megan Griffiths: mgriffiths@bromsgrove-school.co.uk. 

 

Headmistress’ Commendations were awarded to: Amelia Abraham, Jai Singh, Beau Vaughan-Hawkins, 

Farida Ebrahim, Owen Hill, Harley Smith, Cerys Boothroyd and Isabella Walters. 
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Pastoral Commendations were awarded to: Matthew Burke 

 

Fine Diners 

Congratulations to this week’s Years 3 and 4 Fine Diners: William Broadhurst, Evie Jones, Rebecca 

Woolmore, Henry Barnes, Sofia Harris-Potts, Henry Grey, Liam Bennett, Farida Ebrahim, Daniela Grahm-

Marti, Bobby Riley, Darcy Dines, Leo Boonak 

 

Sport 

Boys 

Last Saturday all Year 7 boys represented the school against Sir Thomas Richards School, Gloucester. 

Results included a win for the U12A's while the U12B's and U12Cs were defeated. 

 

Congratulations to the U11A team who won the annual Port Regis Tournament in Dorset.   

 

On Wednesday 191 boys from Years 5 - 8 played rugby for the school.  The U13As, U12Bs and U11As beat 

The Dragon while the U12As narrowly lost. The other B, C and D teams found the going tough, but all 

enjoyed the experience. The U10 A, B, C and D team played away at The Croft in Stratford-upon-Avon 

winning three and narrowly losing one.  

 

Girls 

This week the girls played hockey against Foremarke Hall, RGS The Grange, King’s St Albans, Packwood 

Haugh and Terra Nova School. The U13As fought hard against an exceptional Foremarke 1st team, but 

despite playing well, eventually lost 2 – 0. The U12As played Foremarke’s 2nd team and won 3 – 1. The 

U13B, U13C, U12B and U12C were all triumphant over the rest of the Foremarke Hall’s teams. Our U11A 

and U11B played in a triangular fixture against Packwood Haugh and Terra Nova Prep School. The U11As 

beat Terra Nova 3 – 0 and Packwood 1 – 0. The U11Bs also beat Packwood 3 – 0 and drew with Terra 

Nova 1 – 1. The U10s played a mixture of Worcester Prep Schools with the A and B teams playing RGS The 

Grange and the U10Cs (and U11Cs) playing King’s St. Albans. The U11Cs drew 0 – 0, and the U10Cs lost 

2 – 1. Well done to all pupils who represented the school. You all displayed excellent manners, team spirit 

and supported each other both on and off the pitch. 

 

Pupil News 

Congratulations to Freddie Slater (Year 3) on winning the British 0 plate race in Rowah, Cumbria and is 

now British champion. Freddie also had his first ever TV interview on Motors TV. In the same weekend he 

came 2nd in the MSA championship race in Larkhall, Scotland. All tremendous achievements at such a 

young age. 

 

Congratulations to Year 7 Violinist Keira Sehdeva who has had a triumphant Summer. Keira has recently 

been accepted into the Birmingham Symphonia and also Fuocco Strings, both extremely reputable 

ensembles. Keira also received outstanding marks in her ABRSM Grade V Violin and in light of this has 

been invited to perform for the Lord Mayor of Wolverhampton in October, which is an outstanding 

achievement. 

 

Congratulations to Megan Langford on her selection for the County Junior Girls Golf after a selection 

process at the weekend. 

 

Congratulations to Ellen Ashton and Lucy McLoughlin who have both been selected for the Worcestershire 

U12 County Satellite Squad. This is a great achievement. 

 

Congratulations to Ariana Jones and Ruby Hanke as well. Both girls were selected for the U14 

Worcestershire County Netball Squad following the final trials last week; another great achievement 
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Louis Heppenstall, Fred Hanson, Luke Bond & James Humphries were part of the Barnt Green Cricket Club 

U11 team that won County cups over two consecutive weekends. They won the Worcestershire County Cup 

against Ombersley on 13th September and then the County T20 Cup following a win against Oldswinford 

on 20th September. 

 

P.A. News 

Barn Dance - Calling all Cowgirls & Cowboys in Years 3 & 4 

The Pre-Prep family barn dance is taking place on Saturday 17 October, 5pm - 8pm at Cobham Hall, Prep 

School.  We would like to extend the invite to Year 3 & 4 families to join us for this fun event.   Tickets are 

£7.50 adults & £5 child which include all entertainment plus hot food. A cash bar will also be available.  If 

you are interested in attending this event please contact Kate Gallimore (07974 214888) or Jenny Barnes 

(07816 896177). 

 

Lost property 

Jamie Osborn – school sweater 

Polly Dakin - black and orange hockey bag, stick and gum shield 

Harry Thomas - swimming bag 

Thomas Grove - tracksuit bottoms 

 

Assembly Theme and Pastoral Focus for the Week  

Saints – Learning from the lives of others 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jacqui Deval-Reed 

Headmistress 

Bromsgrove Prep School 

 

 

 

 


